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Il Recently released Arizona Department of Education figures for 2006 show Arizona
high school graduation rates have fallen to 75 percent following four years of steadily
rising graduation rates. Previously, Arizona was on track to achieve its 2012 statewide

graduation goal of 86 percent.
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November 27 National Conference of M Center Executive Director Dr. Syhil Francis has been appointed to serve on the

State Legislatures Arizona Skill Standards Commission. The commission will oversee development of industry-

validated certification or documentation of student skill attainment in 71 specific career
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M Arizona must set its student achievement standards to national and global standards
if its future workforce is to be truly competitive. Currently state academic standards do not
require students to meet national standards (the National Assessment of Educational Progress
or NAEP, widely considered the nation’s report card), much less world standards.
Intel Corporation Chairman Dr. Craig Barrett and Center for the Future of Arizona Chairman/
CEO Dr. Lattie Coor provide a compelling argument in an opinion piece available at
www.arizonafuture.org.
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