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M Arizona’s high school graduation rate dropped from 77 percent in 2004 to 70 percent
in 2006. The drop affects all students and cannot be attributed to any specific ethnic group.
The center is looking into the causes of the decrease in graduation rates.
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discussion of teacher issues and education
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Will Teach Our Children?" a survey of teacher working conditions. Principal Damon Twist credits the school’s ability
to create a true collaborative environment. Twist shares his thoughts on collaboration in an

May 7: Beat the Odds School Partners interview at www.beattheoddsinstitute.org.

Meeting

Recap and celebration of the schools’ M H.B. 2787, which calls for the addition of a teacher identification tracking function

2007-2008 accomplishments. to Arizona’s state education data system, passed the House and is under consideration

by the Senate at press time. A commentary by Dr. Sybil Francis, center executive director,
appeared in the April 18 issue of the Arizona Capitol Times. It is available online at
www.arizonafuture.org.

M U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings will take steps to ensure that all
states use the same formula to calculate high school graduation rates. The National
Governors Association is seeking to have its formula, which is in the process of being
implemented by all 50 states, adopted by the U.S. Department of Education. It is the same
formula that Arizona has used since the 2001 cohort.
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