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Introduction 
In our exploration of impactful strategies, conversations with industry experts, and par-
ticipation in the Southern Arizona Leadership Academy, we have identified key areas of 
focus for the seven Southern Arizona Counties: Cochise, Graham, Greenlee, Pima, Pi-
nal, and Santa Cruz. Utilizing effective tools, we aim to gain insights into the top 
growth sectors, emerging occupations, educational opportunities, and in-demand skills 
anticipated to experience significant demand in the coming years. 
 
 

Data 
The retrieved data through Light Cast covers various aspects, such as job growth trends, in-demand occupations, and 
educational programs from January to October 2023. This information provides valuable insights into the gaps pre-
sent in high-demand occupations and developing strategies for addressing them. The findings indicate that job seek-
ers need more knowledge, expertise, or skills to realize their full potential. 
 
 
Top Growing Occupations 
The top 5 occupations that have experienced job growth across Southern Arizona as of October 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Occupation Concentration 
Some of the “Top 5 Growing” occupations are identified above are also identified as being below the national aver-
age in concentration across Southern Arizona 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top Specialized Skills 
There are several “Top 5 Growing” occupations also identified as being below the national average in specialized 
skills.  



Southern Arizona Workforce Leadership Academy 

Addressing Workforce Skills Gaps by Aligning and Strengthening Education Systems 

               Identified Gaps          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommendations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Challenges to Note 
 
These growth occupations may not 
require formal education in a cer-
tificate or degree form. 
 
Employer awareness & literacy 
around the apprenticeship process. 
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